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Introduction 

WOMAN: What can we do? Can we stop this man? 
FUERST: Perhaps we can. But first we must find a hera - a Swiss hero! 

It is a bad time for Switzerland in the early 1300s. Swiss people are 

unhappy because their country has an Austrian emperor. There 

are a lot of new taxes, and there are Austrian soldiers in every 

town. The Swiss people want to live in their country, not in a new 

Austrian Switzerland. But what can they do? How can they fight 

the emperor, his governar and his soldiers? They want a hero, but 

where can they find one? Who can help Switzerland? 

William Tell is not a soldier. He is a man of peace - a good 

man. Can he help his people? Is he going to fight for his country? 

Is he going to be Switzerland's first important hero? Or is he 

going to stay in the mountains, away from the fight, with his 

work and his family? 

The German writer of this play, Friedrich von Schiller, lived 

from 1759 to 1805. At school, young Schiller started to write 

plays. He always wanted to write important stories about difficult 

problems in many countries. Later, he was a teacher and he was a 

good friend of the writer Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. Schiller 

never visited Switzerland. But Goethe went there and then talked 

to his friend about that country and its people. Schiller started to 

think about Switzerland and William Tell. Today, people know 

this Swiss hero from Schiller's play o r from films o f the story for 

television and cinema. 
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The People in the Play 

THE Sw1ss 

WILLIAM TELL, a hunter 

HEDWIG, William Tell's wife, Walter Fuerst's daughter 

WALTHER and WILHELM, William and Hedwig Tell's sons 

KONRAD BAUMGARTEN 

WALTER FUERST 

WERNER STAUFFACHER 

ARNOLD VoN MELCHTAL 

WEnNI, a hunter 

Ruom, a boatman 

MAN, in Altdorf 

WOMAN, in Altdorf 

PEOPLE OF ALTDORF 

THE AUSTRIANS 

HERMANN GESSLER, an important Austrian governar 

in Switzerland 

SOLDIERS I and 2, Gessler's soldiers 

BOATMAN, Gessler's boatman 

IV 

Scene 1 In Altdoif, Swítzerland 

[Fuerst, Stau.ffacher and Von Melchtal are in a street near 
Governar Gessler's office, near a tall, thin tree. There is a 
second tree across the street, and a Jruit shop. Gessler is sitting 
in his if.fice.] 

FUERST: This is an important day. We're going to meet 
with Governar Gessler. We can't be late! 

STAUFFACHER: Our Austrian emperor and his governors 
don't understand the Swiss people. We aren't Austrians. 
We're Swiss and we lave our country. 

FUERST: And we don't want to give our money to Austria. 
VoN MELCHTAL: Here's one of Gessler's soldiers. It's 

time. Let's go in and talk. Gessler must understand 
our problems. 

[Fuerst, Stau.ffacher and Von Melchtal go into Governar 
Gessler's o.ffice. Gessler looks angry.] 

GESSLER: What do you want now? You Swiss people come 
here every day with a new problem. 

FuERST: Our problems aren't new. You never listen to us. 
Things are difficult in Switzerland these days. 

GESSLER: Difficult? I don't understand. 
FuERST: Your soldiers are always watching us. Every day 

you put a new tax on us. There are taxes on our food, 
our houses and our animais. How can we live with 
these taxes? 

GESSLER [wíth a smíle]: Perhaps you can't. But I can live 
very well with them. And the Emperor is happy 
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'We don't want to be Austrians. We're Swiss!' 

with them too. 
STAUFFACHER: But we're very unhappy. 
VoN MELCHTAL: We don't want to be Austrians. We're 

Swiss! Please listen to us. 
GESSLER: Your Austrian emperor is very good to you -

but you don't understand him. 
FuERST: That's right! And he doesn't understand us! 
GESSLER: This is our country now. Go home. Listen to 

me and to the Emperor, or things are going to get very 
dangerous for every Swiss man, woman and child. Gol 
I don't want to talk to you. My time is important and 
you are not. 

[They go into the street agaín. People are waítingfor them.] 

MAN: What did the Governar say? Is he going to send his 
soldiers back to Austria? 

WoMAN: Is he going to stop putting taxes on us? Did he 
understand our problems? 

FuERST: No, he didn't listen to us. 
WOMAN: What can we do? Can we stop this man? 
FuERST: Perhaps we can. But first we must find a hero - a 

Swiss hero! 

Scene 2 At a river in the Swiss mountains 

[The sun is going down. Two Jrímds, Werni and Ruodi, are 
standing near a river.] 

WERNI: I'm going home now. Look! It's going to rain. 
Ruom: I must get my boat from the river. It's getting cold 
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and the water looks dangerous. Winter's coming. 
WERNI: Good night, Ruodi! 
Ruom: Wait! Look! Who's coming? 
WERNI: I know that man. It's Konrad Baumgarten. 

[Baumgarten arrives. He ís Yltlming.] 

BAUMGARTEN: Help me, my friends! Boatman, quick! Take 
me across the river now or I'm a dead man. Please! 

Ruom: What's the problem? Who wants to kill you? 
BAUMGARTEN: Gessler's men. They're coming. Quick! 
Ruom: Why are they looking for you? 
BAUMGARTEN: I killed one of the Governor's taxmen. 

I was at work, away from home. The man came to 
my house. He asked my wife for water - and then he 
wanted her! My wife came to me for help. I went home 
quickly, and then I killed him with my knife. 

WERNI: You did well. Ruodi, quick! Take him across the 
river in your boat. 

Ruom: I can't. The river's moving very quickly and the 
rain is heavy. No boat can go across the river now. 

WERNI: Ruodi, you must help this man. He has a family. 
Ruom: I have a wife and three sons too. Look at the river 

- it's dangerous. I want to help, but I can't. 
BAUMGARTEN: Then I'm dead. 
WERNI: A man is coming! Oh, it's William Tell. 

[William Tell arrives.] 

TELL: Good evening, my friends. What's wrong here? 
WERNI: Baumgarten killed one of the Governor's taxmen. 

4 :4 man is coming! Oh, it's William Tell.' 



The soldiers are looking for him, but our boatman can't 
take him across the river. 

Ruom: The river's dangerous. Look at it! 
TELL: But Baumgarten can't wait here. What can we do? 
Ruom: There's my boat and there's the river. You can take 

the boat and be the hero. I'm going to sray here. 
TELL: Baumgarten, let's go - quickly! Werni, send my 

love to my family. 

Scene 3 At Stauffacher's home 

[Later that eveníng, Tell and Baumgarten are visiting 
Statif.Jacher.] 

STAUFFACHER [to Baumgarten]: Your story isn't new. The 
Emperor's governors, his Austrian soldiers and his 
taxmen make new problems for us every day. 

TELL: Gessler is playing games with our country. We don't 
want to kill people. We don't want to fight. We're men 
of peace. But what can we do? 

BAUMGARTEN: Let's find a number of good, strong Swiss 
men. We 1nust stop these Austrians. 

STAUFFACHER: I'm going to visit Walter Fuerst tomorrow. 
He laves our country. He can help us. 

BAUMGARTEN: We must fight for our country. Let's start 
now! 

TELL: Yes, we must help our country, but can't we find 
peace? I'm going home. My family are waiting. But 
remember- you can always ask for my help. 
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Scene 4 In the mountains near Tell's home 

[Gessler ís on the mountain road to Altdoif with two soldiers. 
Tell is hunting near the road, hu t moves in front o f Gessler.] 

TELL: Helio! You're the famous Governar Gessler. Am I 
right? 

GESSLER: You're right- and who are you? 
TELL: My name's William Tell. I'm a hunter and I'm 

Swiss. 
GESSLER: That's interesting. But I haven't got time for you. 

I'm an important man with important work in Altdorf. 
Move! 

TELL: Wait! First, we must talk. Then you can go. 
GESSLER: Why do I want to talk to you? 
TELL: Because this is my country. You're making problems 

for us with your taxes and your soldiers. The people of 
this country are very unhappy. 

GESSLER: Wait! William Tell? I know about you! You 
helped Baumgarten. 

TELL: Yes, but Baumgarten is a good man. He killed your 
taxman because the man was dangerous. 

GESSLER: Aren't you a dangerous man too? Don't you 
always have a crossbow with you? Don't you go into 
the mountains every day and kill? 

TELL: I kill animais. I put food on my family's table. 
don't kill people. Can your soldiers say that? 

GESSLER: I haven't got time for your talk. Move! Now! 
TELL: Why? It's not late. Please listen to me. You and your 

taxes are bad for Switzerland. We don't want you here. 
GESSLER: But I am here and I'm going to stay. This is a 
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new Switzerland and you must listen to us. 
TELL: And you must understand the Swiss people. We love 

our country, our mountains and our families. We want 
peace- and we're going to fight for it. Watch us. 

Scene 5 At Willíam Tell's home 

[Tell and Hedwig are sitting at their table and talkíng.] 

HEDWIG: You're going to have problems with Gessler 
now. 

TELL: Why? I talked to him. I didn't hít him. 
HEDWIG: But he's going to remember you. He's going to 

make problems for us. Wait and see. 
TELL: I'm a man of peace. I'm going to stay away from 

Governor Gessler now. 
HEDWIG: Please do that. Where are Walther and 

Wilhelm? 

TELL: They're in the gardcn. They're playing a gan'le. 
Look at them. They're little soldiers. 

HEDWIG: William, this isn't good. My sons aren't going 
to be soldiers. I want peace in my country and in my 
family. 

TELL: I understand, Hedwig. Our sons are going to be 
hunters, but one day our country is going to want 
soldiers too. At that time, every man, woman and child 
must fight for Switzerland. 

HEDWIG: William, can't you go to the Emperor? Can't 
you and your friends talk to him about peace? 

TELL: Yes, we're going to try, but then ... 
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[Walther and Wilhelm run ínto the house.] 

WALTHER: Father, are we going to Altdorf now? 
TELL: Yes, my son. Have you got your crossbow? 
HEDWIG: Why is he taking his crossbow? 
TELL: I'm a hunter. I want to teach my son about the 

mountains and about hunting. He's a good student. 
HEDWIG: But the mountains are dangerous for a 

young boy. 
TELL: We're mountain people. This country isn't 

dangerous for us. I'm going to watch Walther, and 
teach him. 

HEDWIG: And why are you going to Altdorf? 
TELL: We're going to visit your father. I want to talk to 

him. 
HEDWIG: My father and his friends want to start a fight. 

Please don't go, William! You're a man of peace. 
TELL: I must go. I must help Switzerland too. 
HEDWIG: But Gessler's in Altdorf today. He doesn't like 

you . Stay at home and go tomorrow. 
TELL: No, I must go today. Let's go, Walther. 
HEDWIG: Walther mustn't go. Please! He can stay with 

1ne. 

WALTHER: I wm1f to go with Father. I want to see the 
town and the people. 

TELL: Hedwig, he's going to be OK with me. 

[Tell and Walther go out. Hedwig and young Wílhelm stand 
at the doar and watch them.] 
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GESSLER: What did she say? 
MAN [quickly]: She's happy. That's all. 
GESSLER [with a smíle]: You can't see me every day because 

I have a lot of important work. But you can stop every 
day and look at my hat. You can send your love to the 
Emperor, and to me too. 

MAN [quietly]: Our love? How can we love a hat? Or l 
the Austrians? 

WOMAN [to Gessler]: Must we stop for your old hat? r 
GESSLER: Yes! All of you must stop. My soldiers are going 

to be here every day. They're going to watch you. 

Scene 7 In Jront of the tree with the hat 

[Later the same day, Gessler's two soldiers are standing i11 the 
street near the tree.] 

SoLDIER r: People aren't going to walk here. 
SOLDIER 2: They don't want to stop for a hat. 
SOLDIER r: Perhaps they don't lo v e the Emperor and 

his governar. 
SoLDIER 2: But it's only a hat! It's not on the Emperor's 

head. I don't want to make problems for people. 
SOLDIER r: But this is our job. Look! A man anda boy are 

coming. Let's watch them. 

[William and Walther Tell come into the street. They are 
talking and they do11't see the hat 012 the tree or the soldiers.] 

WALTHER: Father, does every country have tall, beautiful 
mountains? 
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TELL: No, son. Switzerland is famous for its mountains. 
We Swiss understand them - and I'm going to teach 
you. 

WALTHER: Look, Father! Why is there a hat on that tree? 
TELL: I don't know, but it's not important. Let's go. 
SOLDIER I: Stop! In the name of the Emperor of Austria, 

stop and look up at the hat. 
TELL: No. Why? 
SOLDIER I: No questions. Come with us. 
TELL: What are you talking about? 
SoLDIER 2: You're coming with us - to prison. 
TELL: I don't understand. What's the problem here? 

[Fuerst, Stauffacher and Von Melchtal arrive. People come into 
the street and watch.] 

FuERST: Stop! This man is from my family. What's the 
problem? 

SOLDIER 2: He didn't stop for the hat. He doesn't love the 
Emperor. 

VoN MELCHTAL [to the people in the street]: Friends, look at 
this! Do we want a hat on a tree in our streets? Is this 
an emperor? [to the soldiers] You can't take William Tell 
away. He's a man of peace. 

MAN: Don't take Tell! 
WoMAN [quickly]: The Governar is coming! 

[ Gessler arrives.] 

GESSLER: Is there a problem here? 
SOLDIER I: Yes, Governar. This man and his son didn't 
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stop for your hat. We're taking them to prison. [quietly] 
But the people of the town are with him, not us. 

TELL [to Gessler]: ls the hat important? I'm sorry, Governar. 
But there's no problem. This afternoon, tomorrow and 
every day I'm going to stop and look up at your hat. I 
want peace in Altdorf and in all of Switzerland. 

GESSLER: William Tell! You're a difficult man. And you 
have your crossbow with you again. 

WALTHER: My father can hit an apple on a tree from a 
hundred feet with his crossbow. 

GESSLER: Can he? Soldier, bring me an apple! [Soldier 
1 takes an apple from the fruit shop and gives it to the 
Governar.] Good! Tell, take your son to that tree across 
the street and put this apple on his head. Then take 
your crossbow and walk away. Hit the apple and you 
and your son can live. 

TELL: On my son's head? No father can do that! Kill me 
now. 

GESSLER: No, do it! You and your crossbow are 
famous. Boy, stand near the tree and wait for your 
father's arrow. 

FuERST: Governar, stop! Take my money and my house, 
but don't kill Tell and Walther. 

WALTHER: I'm going to be OK. [He smiles.] Father can hit 
this apple. There's no problem. 

STAUFFACHER: Tell, wait! Your hand is moving and your 
eyes are swimming in your head. Don't play this 
man's games! 

TELL: Governar, kill me, not my son. 
GESSLER: I want to watch you with your crossbow. Do it! 
WALTHER: Father, you can do it. I'm going to be OK. 
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[Tell looks very unhappy. There is suddenly a lot of noise in 
the street. People come out of their houses because they want to 
watch. Tell quietly takes a second arrow from his bag and puts 
it in his shirt. Gessler sees him.] 

MAN: Yes, you can do it, TeU! 
WOMAN: You're a hero! 
MAN [to the wornan]: Tell's our lTlan! 
WOMAN [to the man]: We don't want that hat on the tree! 
GESSLER: Tell, hit the apple and go home. Look! Your son 

is waiting. 
WALTHER: You can do it, Father. 

[People stop tnoving and are very quiet. Tell walks away. 
Then he puts an arrow in his crossbow and looks at the apple. 
The arrow hits the apple. The people in the street are very 
happy, but Tell cannot move.] 

MAN: He did it! 
WALTHER: Look, Father! I'm OK- I'm not dead. 
WOMAN: Every Swiss man, woman and child is going to 

hear about William Tell. 
MAN: He's our hero! Tell can hit an apple - [quietly] or a 

soldier. 
FuERST: Walther, William, let's go to my house. Come 

with me. 
GESSLER: Stop! I want to talk to Tell. 
TELL: Yes, Governor? 
GESSLER: Good job, Tell. But where's your second arrow? 
TELL: In my shirt. 
GESSLER: Why did you have a second arrow? 
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TELL: It was for you - a dead governor for a dead son. 
But now the arrow can stay in my shirt and I can go 

home. Goodbye. 
GESSLER: An arrow for me? Soldiers, take him to prison! 

He's not going to walk away from me. 
MAN: No! Wait! He's a good man. 
WoMAN: He's a man of peace. 
MAN: He's our hero! 
FuERST: You're a very bad man, Governor Gessler. 
GESSLER [to Tell]: I'm not going to kill you, Tell, but 

you're dangerous. I'm going to put you in prison in 
Kuessnacht. I don't want you and your crossbow on 
these streets. Soldiers, take him to my boat. 

Scene 8 On the Governor's boat 

[It is a dark night. Gessler's two soldiers are talking. Gessler's 
boat111an is having problems with the boat.] 

SoLDIER r: Why is Tell important to the Governor? 
SOLDIER 2: He's very good with the crossbow. And he's 

a hero to the Swiss people. The Governor doesn't like 

him, but the Swiss people lave him now. 
SoLDIER r: Look at this rain. It's very dangerous on the 

water. Where's our hero now. We're never going to 

arrive at Kuessnacht. 

[Governar Gessler comes to them.] 

GESSLER: Where's my boatman? 
BOATMAN: Here Iam, Governor. 
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GESSLER: What's wrong? When are we going to arrive? 
BOATMAN: The rain's very heavy, Governor, and the 

water's dangerous. I'm not a strong man. I'm having 
problems with the boat. 

GESSLER: Soldiers! Help the boatman! 
BOATMAN: What do they know about boats? 
GESSLER: Get some help! Now! 
SoLDIER r [slowly]: The prisoner Tell's good with boats. 
GESSLER: Bring the prisoner to me. 

[T!te soldiers go away, and then come back with Tell.] 

GESSLER: Tell, help us with this boat! 
TELL: How can I help you? Look at me. I'm a prisoner, not 

a boatman. 
GESSLER: You're not a prisoner now, Tell. Boatman, here's 

your helper. 

[Tell and the boatman work on the boat. Ajter some time, the 
boat gets to Kuessnacht.] 

GESSLER: Here we are! Soldiers! Take Tell to the prison. 
TELL: What? Prison? No! I'm going to take my crossbow 

and say goodbye. 

[Tell quickly takes his crossbow and runs away from the boat 
into the dark night.] 

SoLDIER r: Where did he go? 
SOLDIER 2 [with a smile]: He helped us and now he's going 

to help his people. He is a hero. 
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'But I can see you!' 

GESSLER: Stop him! In Altdorf, he wanted to killn1e. 
SOLDIER r: But we can't see him. 
TELL [Jrom the road]: But I can see you! 

[Tell takes the second arrow Jrom his shirt and puts it in 
his crossbow. The arrow hits Governar Gessler in the head. 
Gessler Jalls . Tell runs away.] 

SoLDIER r: Oh, no! The Governor's dead! 
SoLDIER 2 : Where's Tell? 
SOLDIER r: He's in the mountains now. We can never 

find him. Let's take our dead governar to his house 
in Kuessnacht. 

Scene 9 In a street in Altdoif 

[William Tell arrives in the town. He meets Fuerst and Von 
Melchtal there, in the street.] 

FUERST: William! You're back! How did you get away 
from Gessler and his soldiers? 

TELL: I helped them with their boat on a very bad night. 
Then I killed the Governar. 

VoN MELCHTAL: Yes! Now things are going to be good 
again in our country. 

FuERST: Gessler's dead, but we must finish Tell's work. 
We must send the Austrians back to their home. 

VoN MELCHTAL: Let's start our fight today. Tell, you're 
our hero. Can you help us again? 

TELL: Of course I can. Every Swiss person is going to fight 
for their country. Many years from now, our children's 
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children are going to talk about our fight. 

[A man runs to them, with Cessler's hat in his hands. A 
woman walks into the street too.] 

MAN [to the woman]: Here's Gessler's hat. 
WOMAN: What can we do with that? Do we want it? 
MAN: Put it in the river. Send it to Austria! 
TELL: Wait! Let's put it in an important place. Let's look 

at it every day and remember Gessler. Let's say, 'Never 
again! Switzerland is for the Swiss.' 

FuERST [to Tell]: But isn't the Emperor going to look for 
you? Isn't he going to come here with his soldiers? 

TELL: Yes, Gessler was his friend and one o f his governors. 
But we're strong and we can stop the soldiers. We can 
wait for them in the mountains. 

MAN: We must listen to William Tell. 
VoN MELCHTAL: You're right. But wait! Who's coming? 

lt's Stauffacher. 

[Stau.ffacher runs to them.] 

STAUFFACHER: Listen! The Emperor is dead! 
FuERST: What? How? 
VoN MELCHTAL: When? 
STAUFFACHER: Many Austrían people didn't like Gessler or 

the Emperor. The Emperor was on the road to Baden, 
here in Switzerland. Some Austrians stopped him and 
killed him. Then they went back to Austria. 

FuERST: This is a good day for our country. Now 
we've got an important job. We must build a strong 

22 'Let 's say, "Never again! Switz erland is for the Swíss." 


